Achievements of the Sustainable and Child Friendly Municipalities Initiative (SCFM) in Belize 

Ownership at Municipal level: 100% of the municipalities in Belize committed to work toward making their municipality child friendly. All nine municipalities received recognition for their advancement in making their city/ towns child friendly. The cities of Belize and Belmopan and the towns of Benque Viejo del Carmen, Orange Walk, San Ignacio, Santa Elena, Dangriga, Punta Gorda, and the island municipality of San Pedro were all awarded. 

South- South Triangulation with Costa Rica: Study tour of Municipal Official to Costa Rica to learn from the Cantones Amigos de la Infancia experience.

Alignment of subnational Strategic plans and national Children’s Agenda 2030: The alignment of the nine Municipal Strategic plans with the Children’s Agenda 2030 -  passed by Cabinet in May 2017-  provides a systematic framework of action for children and adolescents, focusing on: health, learning, protection, economic empowerment and social inclusion at the municipal level.


Recognition of CAB as a platform for Children/Adolescent participation: 

· Annual Meeting of CAB Presidents: An established annual platform for children/adolescents that provides modality for them to: voice their concerns, and a mechanism for the CAB to hold national officials accountable. 

· Think-Tank for Adolescent participation: The Members of the Children’s Advisory Boards (CABs) participated in a week of consultations to review and identify adolescent health and development priorities, and to collectively define the priorities to frame the communication including the underlying gender norms that exacerbate risk and vulnerability in adolescents.

· Advocate for Ending violence against children/adolescents: The Members of the Children’s Advisory Body were trained as peer advocates to strengthen children’s resilience and respond to violence against children in their respective municipalities. This training included a C4D initiative.

· Psychosocial Training – Return to Happiness:  The Members of the Children’s Advisory Body were trained in the trauma recovery methodology in order to build resilience, be able to provide peer to peer assistance following a disaster, emergency or traumatic experience.

· Ambassadors for International Day of the Girl child: Members of the CAB and UNFPA Youth Advisory Body participated in empowerment sessions to increase knowledge of: i) the international day of the girl child, ii) the needs of girls during emergencies; iii) gender and iv) the SDGs. The participants then shared their knowledge on IDG within their spaces (home, school, church, communities).



